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THE 12th of International Buddhist Conference on the United Nations Day of Vesak
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Report from New York #R#U3RE
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As UN marks Buddhist holiday, Ban pays tribute to the victims of Nepal earthquake

1 June 2015 — On the Day of Vesak, which
acknowledges the contribution of Buddhism to the
spirituality of humanity, United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon is paying special tribute to
the victims of the devastating earthquake that struck
Nepal over a month ago.

“I extend special greetings to the victims of the
earthquake in Nepal, a country that was instrumental
in leading the United Nations General Assembly to
designate this observance. I hope that the Nepalese
people observing this holiday amid the rubble are able
to take some measure of comfort from its message of

The General Assembly, in 1999, recognized
internationally the Day of Vesak, which marks the
birth, enlightenment and passing of Buddha, and is
celebrated by Buddhists and non-Buddhists alike.

The spirit of Vesak can help to animate a global
response to the challenges of our day, noted the
Secretary-General. “As the United Nations

works for the adoption this year of a set of new

sustainable development goals and a meaningful
new agreement on climate change” , he added,
“the Lord Buddha’ s observation that all peoples

uniting as one human family resolved to address our
shared struggles based on common values.”

That is why the head of the Organization asked
members and leaders of all faith communities to join
the UN in responding to the recent dangerous and
destabilizing rise of violent extremism. “Toward
that end, we recently welcomed eminent figures from
the world” s major religions to two days of meetings
at the United Nations on promoting tolerance and
reconciliation” , he said, referring to a thematic
debate of the General Assembly that took place on 21
and 22 April.

human solidarity” , Mr. Ban said. (Source: UN News Center)
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are interconnected reminds us of the importance of

A BREATH OF PEACE

——THE SONG OF THE CELEBRATION OF UN VESAK, 2010

Blessed is with the day of Light that be
Blessed as peace has come to grace his
soul

And truth be told, bright as eyes can see
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Just as a gift to everyone

A simple love in simple heart

Where darkness fails, where light prevails
Where troubles wane from Light of

In the shades of Bodhidharma. Dharma 1A 1) A 1B HAE TE N, ETLHRHEZ
Blessed as risen lotus far up high The Light of love that has blessed this Ho 2, BARIEH A 1Bl H 2217 BE AL
Blessed as gentle rain first falls from sky world B, T8 R A B R BB EheT | o
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No sorrow, no fear, no blinds, no tears
In the magic of the Light

Just as a gift to everyone

A simple love in simple heart

The love that shares the breath of peace
The path of wisdom, the path of Nirvana
Awake and rejoice for always

The Light of love that has blessed this

Where darkness fails, where light prevails ~ world

Where troubles wane from Light of The love that shares the breath of peace — LIS 5B L Y i e, DU R E oS
Dharma The path of wisdom, the path of Nirvana B R R ILFFE T — 10 S Al = [ SERTHY BRI ) o AN
The Light of love that has blessed this Awake and rejoice for alway: A, RS e EHI. SRS yea Ty, FETZH, &8
world Awake and rejoice for alwa TEHER MR, TSR AR ) (M eI & B n Rl .

The love that shares the breath of peace (PRI ELIGAE)
The path of wisdom, the path of Nirvana

Awake and rejoice for always S
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Marvelous effects of oBuddhist medicine and hea
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A magic gift treated my serious scald
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Insights Emerging from Buddhist Practice
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